Mental!

There are certain places you
just shouldn't visit alone - like
Mick Hucknell's bedroom &
Grimsby. And Cane Hill,
Coulsdon's very own disused
lunatic asylum. Meet Simon
Cornwell, urban explorer and
brave soul, who's done one

out of three...

L slarbed innocently encugh. A

groaip of urban explorers an an

Intermet message board wesre

siggeding localiors lor Uhe
ulimate creepeput at Hallowseen
Afler vanous non-descripl places
wire diy posted up and anfued
dowen, amd the common consensus
had setlled on a disgmal fiedd in the
middle of nowhere, | sugrested the
Chapel at Cane Hill.

iy anngancement was med
with utter hioeror | was called mad
and the discirsion dopped here
Clpvloushy 1'd overstepped  the
mark.

Perhaps thesr reaction wasn't so
edtreme. | know pecple who've
breen oo scared b even go within
sight of the bulldings and oihers
who can't bear to walk around the
perrneter path in broad daylight.
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Care Hill is a brooding rmonstrous
place whers superstition and foar
still lurk, ten years after it clased s
cors for the basl ime,

For thase who dom't know,
Care Hil has became Coukdon's
relischant inbernational land mark,
the spe-sore on the hill 23 yaw drive

Designed at the height
of the Victorian Gothie
revival, the buildings
are marvellously
spooky - Cane Hill is
the Addam's Family
house on steroids.

closaen the A2F tavards the W25, a
proup of dilapidated, derelict
buildings that most of the lown:

residents  wauld  like 10 ses
demalished. | was a Wictorian
lunathe azvlum,

It's those last wiords which strle
the mod lerror. The Vidohan:
didr't mince their words bulding
the snapply named “Third Surrey
County Coundl Pauper  Lunate
Asylum ® on the southemn flank of
Coubdon in 1882, I calersd lor
2000 pabtients  and  wpon
compledion was the largest asylum
in BriLai.

Designed al the heighl ol the
Victarian  Gothie  revieal,  the
busldings are mansellously spooky,
the archetypical blusprinl of a
lunatic arelum, With s huge three
slarey radiating pasilion wards,
rajestic adminestration Block, large
chapel, turets, water towsr and
el sysberm, s the Addam's
Family house on steroids,

The architect, COH Howell, then
at the pinnadle of his caneer,
disigried Cane Hill as the last, and
rod successdul, radiating ward
mental  hospital.  [Subsequent
asylums  were built wsng  the
echalon plany. Wiorking an the
relatively small penimsula at the tap
af Cane Hill, and hermmed in by
Portralls Read B0 the west, he
crammed swergthing in as best he
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