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codd, o, whikt bis asylum was
symmedrical and ordered (fernales
ori the left side of the hospital,
mak= on the Aght and na holding
hands in the Chapel), it's a bght,
compact design,

Far aver a hundred years, Cane
Hill cared far the mentally il
Famous patients indude  Charlie
Chaplin's mather (admitted  thres
temes, on the fisst cocasken beaing
given hydratherapy Ereatment with
joo cold waber), The hall-brother ol
Cusneidd Boswie (o schagophnentc wha
tried to commit suicds by throwing
himesll oul a window &b the
haspitaly and fichael Caine's half-
brother (who had epilepsy and was
bt tor srnash barnself o pleces in a4
c=li.

The Care in Ehe Comnunily bill,
passed in the cardy 1980s, was the
death knell faor Cane Hill ard the
ciher “Waker Tower' asylums, The

In the stores, someone
had taken the time to tie
a perfect noose around
the neck of a teddy bear
and hang the poor cuddly
toy by a beam in the
rafters.

baspatal ram thisughout that decsde
on bormawed time, finaly cloang its
doors in 1921, Sanding in the
reen bedt ard subgect to plinning
blight and boreauoratic dithering,
Cane HIl became a bullding that
raone could do amgthing with,

Mary can'l bear being oulside
this derebct bl for lonz. few have
voonde=red what's mside, amd =ven
fewer bave been rside. Bul i you
can ignore  the staring  empby
wiindaws, the sodden rmazor cud
curtains which flag through broken
fass, the add bangs and crashes
which somelimes can be heard
cermingE froan the battered bulkdings,
then the creep show is only just
starting. There are still artefacts
insick,

Here are wome highlights
Everyaie asks aboait padded c=lls

Ancther waed wabhouf e aelghbis)
oy, Thankfille doo, the pyindars resm
ba  Fuvs noer oul off hemcache-indusing
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arid Cane Hill dees not disappaoint.
There are hundreds o odls in Came
Hill - tirwy roome pust g enough fo
a bed. You can stand in one and fesd
the clavdrophobia hil wou, Lhe
fenling af isolation anid
hopelessness, amplified by the
cofined space aid high el
Some  didm't  originally  have
wirlowes, jusl marroes dils high up
riear the moof, None are padded
ariymore  as  the padding was
ramowed  when  better  drags
became avalable. Bt Cane Hill is
crelized; al leas! the cells have door
hamdkes oo Bhe insides

The wards have largely besn
cleared, although the odd bed or
wheekhar remains. In one or two
places, akl hospilal beds ard frames
hunve Besn plled agaiist windows,
as if someane had physically tipped
the mom onbae ils side. L wasin one
of these wards that | found the ECT
machines - equippsd with dials,
electroddes aind nestramts,

Thee patients’ artweork can still be
feund in Cvoupational Therapy -
Tramm odd daccdles, to fully colaured
pariraits, 1o geometrical patberms to
deranged  disturbing  scenes  of
hangings and blaody heads

Speaking of which, in ihe slores
arel kitchsens fahikh resemble buige
open hangers with exposed iran
Bredrres ard rallers) someors ok a
ot of time and trouble to e a
perfect nocse around the neck of an
unsuispeching teddy bear and hang
thee poor cuddly toy by a beam in
the raflers. This menacing crel



